
Children growing up without consistent access to healthcare or
nutrition experience barriers to thriving. When we reduce funding for
these programs, we make it unnecessarily harder for kids to succeed
and create higher costs down the road through increased healthcare
needs, educational challenges, and reduced economic opportunity.

Every child deserves a strong foundation for a bright future.

Fewer people seek care due
to prohibitive costs or take

on medical debt.

Poorer health outcomes
due to delayed

diagnoses, missed check
ups, vaccines, and other
preventative care, and
the effects of having

parents unable to stay
healthy.

Providers that rely
more heavily on
Medicaid will be

forced to scale down
or close,

concentrated in low-
income and rural

areas.

Grocers and farmers
forced to scale down

or close,
concentrated in low-

income and rural
areas.

Poor nutrition and food
insecurity for kids are
linked to poor health

outcomes, poor school
performance,  and
poor mental and

physical development.

Poor child nutrition,  increased  food
insecurity, and less revenue for

grocers and farmers who rely on
people using SNAP.

Downstream
Effects

Medicaid work
requirements and
stricter eligibility

How Cuts to Medicaid and SNAP Will
Affect Children and Youth
Sweeping cuts to Medicaid and SNAP programs will have effects that cascade
throughout communities, harming the nation’s kids and the economy at large.

SNAP work
requirements and
stricter eligibility

Direct Effects

The health and well-being of children will suffer, more families will
sink deeper into poverty, and state and local means of addressing

these issues will be limited.

Limits on state provider
taxes and state-directed

payments

Increased cost
sharing for state
SNAP programs

Fewer people enroll,
more people are

rejected and have
inconsistent

coverage.

States are unable to
raise sufficient

revenue to fund their
state Medicaid

programs.

Fewer people enroll, more
people are rejected and

have inconsistent access.

States must either
shrink their SNAP
programs or take
money from other
programs to make

up the funding.

Ultimate Effects

Compounding Effects

Health, nutrition, and overall well-being of
children and youth across the country will
suffer. They will also be affected by poorer

health outcomes for their parents and
others in their communities.

Less state and local tax
revenue to fund gaps

in social services left by
the federal budget.

 Business closures and related
job loss will lead to an increase

in poverty, concentrated in
low-income and rural

communities. 

Policy Changes


