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This document is for youth development, after-
school, and summer program advocates to help them 
understand current litigation against social media 
companies and resources for tracking updates in the 
courts and in their states. If you have any corrections or 
updated information for this resource, please contact 
allie@childrensfundingproject.org.

Background
Across the country, states, schools, localities, Native 
nations, and families are suing social media companies 
for the harms caused to youth by their addictive 
platforms. These companies have put profit over 
people, making billions of dollars by monetizing 
attention through data collection and ad targeting. For 
young people, an antidote for addictive, manipulative 
technologies like social media is an abundance of 
people and places that protect them, prevent harm, 
and promote well-being.

Positive youth development programs—such as after-
school and summer programs—provide an alternative 
to social media and screen time. Meanwhile, voter 
support and demand for after-school and summer 
programs is at an all-time high, but policymakers are 
not responding with sufficient funding. Consequently, 
funds coming from litigation against social media 
companies, whether from monetary damages awarded 
at trial or funds from a settlement agreement, should 
go to the high-quality, engaging positive youth 
development opportunities that support youth  
well-being. 

If current social media lawsuits follow in the footsteps 
of tobacco, opioid, and e-cigarette litigation, they could 
result in millions of dollars flowing to state and local 
governments to remediate harms.

A Brief Primer on Social Media 
Litigation
In October 2023, a group of more than 40 state 
attorneys general worked in coordination to file 
lawsuits against Meta, Instagram and Facebook’s 
parent company. In their lawsuits, the states allege 
“the defendants’ social media platforms are defective 
because they are designed to maximize screen 
time, which can encourage addictive behavior in 
adolescents. As alleged, this conduct results in various 
emotional and physical harms, including death,” 
according to court documents from the United States 
District Court Northern District of California. More 
than 30 of those states filed their lawsuit together 
in a federal court, and the remaining filed their own 
individual lawsuits with similar claims. Since then, 
other states have also taken action against social 
media companies (both Meta and others), and a small 
group of states have withdrawn from the lawsuit. 
Children’s Funding Project maintains a map that we 
regularly update to reflect changes in legal actions 
brought by states against social media companies.

Lawsuits have been filed on behalf of individuals, 
school districts, local governments, Native nations, 
and states, against social media companies including 
Meta (Instagram and Facebook), TikTok, Snap, Alphabet 
(YouTube and Google), and most recently Discord. 

Stay Up to Date  
For the latest news and information about 
developments in key social media cases, visit 
childrensfundingproject.org/social-media-
lawsuits.
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These lawsuits are currently being handled by a 
combination of state and federal courts, and the road 
to resolving them is expected to take several years. 

Trials in Multidistrict Litigation 3047 are expected to 
begin in 2026. It is likely that a resolution may not be 
finalized for several years considering the anticipated 
length of trials and the possibility of appeals. State 
lawsuits against other companies, like TikTok, were 
filed more recently, so they could face an even longer 
timeline than the cases against Meta.

A small group of four to five states, led by Colorado 
and California, make up an executive committee in the 
coordinated proceedings against Meta. A slightly larger 
group of states will sit on a broader decision-making 
committee, and the attorneys general in leadership 
positions are key players in deciding the fate of any 
resulting litigation funds.

The litigation is taking place in a combination of state 
and federal courts.

Federal Court

Multidistrict Litigation 3047 is assigned to Judge 
Yvonne Gonzalez-Rogers in the Northern District Court 
of California. To date, the litigation includes complaints 
filed against Meta by 34 state attorneys general plus 
Florida’s separate federal lawsuit (which was originally 
filed in a Florida U.S. District Court but eventually 
transferred to Multidistrict Litigation 3047). As of June 
2025, Multidistrict Litigation 3047 includes more than 
1,700 cases including hundreds of cases from personal 
injury plaintiffs and school districts. 

State Court

Hundreds of other school districts and individual 
personal injury plaintiffs have filed cases that have 
been consolidated into Judicial Counsel Coordinated 
Proceeding No. 5255, California’s version of a 
multidistrict litigation. Judicial Counsel Coordinated 
Proceeding No. 5255 is assigned to Judge Carolyn B. 
Kuhl in the Superior Court of California for the County 
of Los Angeles. Meanwhile, a group of 14 attorneys 
general simultaneously filed suits against TikTok in 
their own state courts.

How to Track Social Media Litigation 
in Your State Court
Option 1

Look at Children’s Funding Project’s map to learn 
which lawsuits your state has filed against social media 
companies.

Option 2

Use the following social media litigation trackers 
for high-level updates about how the cases are 
progressing: 

•	 Social Media Victims Law Center Lawsuit Updates 
and History 

•	 Lawsuit Information Center Social Media 
Addiction Lawsuit

•	 Injury Claims Social Media Addiction Lawsuit 
•	 Robert King Law Firm Social Media Addiction 

Lawsuit

Option 3

Dig into the legal documents or watch court hearings 
to learn details about case proceedings, understand 
the key players, and find the specific allegations your 
state has made.
To find legal documents and court hearings for the 
more than 30 states involved in Multidistrict Litigation 
3047 (the coordinated proceedings against Meta), 
explore these links:

•	 The Northern District Court of California has 
information about litigation maintained by the 
court including key documents, like judge’s orders 
on motions to dismiss.

•	 Meanwhile, the groups pursuing the cases have 
created a separate source that includes additional 
case documents and information.

Every month or so there is a case management 
conference for Multidistrict Litigation 3047 that is 
open to the public to watch via Zoom. (The sessions 
cannot be recorded, though.) The schedule of 
upcoming hearings and proceedings as well as the 
Zoom link is available from the Northern District Court 
of California.

Some states also have their own portals to hold case 
documents.

Option 4

Learn more about your attorney general’s office and 
their priorities and history with settlements.
Find your attorney general’s contact information and 
any press releases regarding the social media litigation 
linked in the map on Children’s Funding Project’s 
social media lawsuits webpage.
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•	 Tip: Often, a press release will contain a link to the 
lawsuit itself. To read the specific allegations your 
attorney general has made against social media 
companies and the research cited, read the filed 
lawsuit.

Look into your attorney general office’s history of work 
around social media and youth. For example, some 
attorneys general have led investigations and released 
reports about this topic. Minnesota Attorney General 
Keith Ellison included quotes from constituents’ 
complaints received by his office in his recent report 
detailing the effects of social media and artificial 
intelligence on young people.

Investigate how your state administered opioid 
settlement dollars, as this may inform the mechanisms 
your state could establish to manage funds coming 
out of social media litigation. We recommend starting 
with the National Academy for State Health Policy’s 
State Opioid Settlement Spending Decisions State 
Tracker. Some attorneys general, like in Kentucky, have 
a track record of engaging youth and youth-serving 
organizations in the investment of settlement funds.

Keep an eye out for social media bills that are currently 
being debated or have recently passed in your state 
legislature, as these laws could provide a legal basis for 
future lawsuits.

For instance, Florida sued Snap in state court in April 
2025, alleging that the app utilizes four of the five 
addictive design features that are prohibited by HB 3, a 
bill passed by the state legislature in 2024.

The Anxious Generation also maintains a state policies 
map that shows the status of legislation around 
social media, phone-free schools, and childhood 
independence in each state.

What Now?
While the litigation could take years, the time is 
now for advocates to champion for where any funds 
resulting from the litigation should go. Join our 
national coalition to make sure payouts from current 
social media lawsuits fund after-school and summer 
programs—giving young people more chances to build 
skills, make friends, and grow.

https://www.childrensfundingproject.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/childrens-funding-project
https://www.youtube.com/@childrensfundingproject
https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Reports/EmergingTechnology_2025.pdf
https://nashp.org/state-tracker/state-opioid-settlement-spending-decisions/
https://nashp.org/state-tracker/state-opioid-settlement-spending-decisions/
https://nashp.org/state-tracker/state-opioid-settlement-spending-decisions/
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-james-uthmeier-takes-legal-action-against-snapchat
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-passes-hb-3-social-media-kids-bill/3252030/
https://www.anxiousgeneration.com/policy-state-map?state=nm
https://www.anxiousgeneration.com/policy-state-map?state=nm
https://childrensfundingproject.org/our-work/sourcing-additional-funding/big-tech-legal-settlements/#join
https://childrensfundingproject.org/our-work/sourcing-additional-funding/big-tech-legal-settlements/#join

